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 accordingly if yours is bigger), add a 

3cm  layer of washed gravel or small 

pebbles, then a similar depth  of 

house plant compost . For each 

plant, make a hole that’s slightly big-

ger than its rootball, then lower it in, 

adding more compost and fi rm-

ing around the stem.  Add a 

sprinkle of water and pop on 

 the lid  (though you may need to 

remove it for a while  if condensation 

forms ).  Position the terrarium in  a 

bright place out of direct sunlight , 

and preen  every few months: the 

 removal of dead leaves and over-

grown plants and an occasional spray 

of water will keep  it looking good. 

Where to look For glass jars:  Heal’s , 

 heals.co.uk,  0870 0 24 0780;  Lytton 

& Lily ,  lyttonandlily.co.uk,  01271 

372 172. For  plants:  House of Plants , 

 houseofplants.co.uk,  01435 874874. 

 TAKE ONE TEACUP...

     Unlike most house plants, carnivo-

rous plants like to be waterlogged, 

so  are ideal for  more unusual pots 

without drainage holes, such as tea-

cups and fruit bowls. Dionaea mus-

cipula (venus fl y trap), Drosera cap-

ensis ( Cape sundew) and Sarracenias 

(pictured top right),   will happily 

catch fl ies on a sunny windowsill   if 

the soil is kept wet with rainwater 

(never tap ).  Pick a pot big enough to 

fi t the plant’s rootball with ease and 

use a peat substitute  (try Moorland 

Gold,  from  Tamar Organics ,  tama-

rorganics.co.uk,  01579 371087).  

Where to look For  plants:  Little Shop 

of Horrors ,   littleshopofhorrors.co.uk, 

 01823 681669. For china:  Steptoes 

Dog ,  steptoesantiques.co.uk,   

0113 -274 8494;  Lavender & Roses , 

  lavenderandroses.net,  01376 561189.     

 PELARGONIUMS ARE GO!

     Take cuttings of  pelargoniums  now 

and you’ll have lots of fl oriferous, 

healthy plants  next summer. Make 

 cuttings  a couple of inches long, 

and  remove the bottom leaves . 

Push several around the edges of 

a terracotta pot fi  lled with well-

drained soil, and  water each time it 

dries out. Keep new cuttings and 

old plants in a bright, cool room, 

 watering infrequently, until they 

 begin growing in  February, when 

water and food can be started.

 CLEAN UP THAT POND

    To keep ponds happy and healthy, 

you need occasionally to thin out 

the plants, and  now is the  time for 

such a cull. Aim to have no more 

than half of the water covered by 

fl oaters (such as waterlily pads) 

and oxygenating weed, otherwise 

the water will become starved of 

  oxygen, particularly if the weather is 

warm. Remove foliage to the side of 

the pond and leave it there for a day 

or two to allow  anything caught up 

 to escape back into the water.

 READER OFFER

Allium ‘Ivory Queen’ (pictured top) 

produces a ball of white, fl uff y  fl owers 

set off  by  silvery-grey leaves in May 

and  June. Plant in well-drained soil 

in full sun: these bulbs are parti-

cularly at home in a gravel garden. 

Readers can buy 10 bulbs for  £9.95 

or  30  for £19.90  (inc UK  p&p;  supplied 

as bulbs). To order, call 0330 333 

6851, quoting ref GUPW198    .  Delivery 

from September. Lia Leendertz 

What to do 
this week 

What are you up to in the garden this week? 
Share your photos and ask for expert advice 
at  guardian.co.uk/gardening-blog 
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 TAKE ONE COLANDER...

     Hanging baskets are deeply uncool 

but perennially popular,  with good 

 reason  – if space is limited, they open 

up a whole new set of possibilities 

for growing. One garden at   Chelsea 

this year  featured a metal colander 

that had been pressed into service to 

grow trailing strawberries  – a great 

idea. But  for a year-round harvest, 

plant perennial herbs such as sage, 

chives, thyme, mint and rosemary , 

all of which will thrive in a basket  in 

a sunny  spot outdoors.  Include at 

least one plant that will trail down 

the side  – a creeping thyme or pros-

trate rosemary is ideal ; and you can 

always make temporary additions, 

such as  cut-and-come-again lettuce . 

Find a colander – whatever takes 

your fancy, be it old blue-and-white 

enamel, modern metal or even 

brightly-coloured plastic  – buy some 

hanging basket chains  to hook  into 

the topmost holes  ( or  thread some 

 rope or drapery cord  through a hole 

and secure it with a couple of  knots ) 

and line  with something to stop soil 

falling through the holes and  retain 

moisture – a  hanging basket liner or 

 old compost sack with drainage holes 

 cut into it will do, but  best  of all is an 

old woollen jumper cut to size.

Add handfuls of dampened, peat-

free potting compost mixed  with a 

sprinkle of water-retaining crystals 

until the colander is half-full, then 

position your plants, removing them 

from their pots and teasing out the 

roots. Add more compost around 

the rootballs and fi rm the plants in. 

Don’t overcrowd the basket –  they 

will grow to fi ll out the space  – then 

give the whole thing a good soak be-

fore hanging . And remember to wa-

Pot
shots
Fed up with  boring plant pots? Raid 
your kitchen for cool containers 
and get planting, says Jane Perrone. 
Photographs by Anders Gramer

Pot pluck: A  glass jar, 

 colander or teacup all 

make great containers – 

provided you put the 

right plants  in them

ter daily in hot weather and feed 

weekly.  And “edit” the basket 

every few months, refreshing the 

compost, trimming the herbs and 

replacing any  past their best.

Where to look    Jekka’s Herb Farm , 

 jekkasherbfarm.com,  01454 418878, 

and  Plants With Purpose  , 

 plantswithpurpose.co.uk  .

 TAKE ONE GLASS JAR...

     Terrariums (aka bottle gardens) 

are the ultimate low-maintenance 

way of growing indoor plants: the 

closed environment of a glass jar 

keeps them cosy all year round and 

they rarely (if ever) need water-

ing. Canny choice of container and 

plant is key – look for a lidded glass 

container with a wide neck,  and 

avoid coloured or patterned glass: 

it could be a tall sweet jar or  even 

a glass cake or cheese dome.  Next, 

pick your plants: think small-leaved, 

slow-growing foliage. One taller 

plant and two lower-growing speci-

mens are ideal : pileas, peperomias, 

fi ttonias, Ficus pumila,  selaginellas 

and small ferns are all ideal, as are 

small specimens of the parlour 

palm, Chamaedorea elegans. You 

can  use faster-growing plants such 

as  Chlorophytum comosum ‘Ocean’ 

(pictured below), but  be prepared to 

replant  regularly to stop the terrar-

ium getting overcrowded.  

To build your garden, 

take a clean, 20cm-high 

jar (adjust quantities 
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